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OriGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications, 


PROFUSE AND PROTRACTED HAMORR- 
HAGE FROM THE ALVEOLUS AFTER 
THE EXTRACTION OF A MOLAR TOOTH. 


By A. G. Watrer, M.D., 
Of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Cases of profuse and alarming bleeding from 
younds and injuries connected with breach of 
surface, occurring in persons afflicted with the 
hemorrhagic diathesis, are occasionally met 
with, taxing the patience and resources of the 
surgeon to no inconsiderable degree. As local 
means for arresting the bleeding are mainly 
to be relied on, which often fail for want of ap- 
pliances suitable to the particular case, the 
narration of the following one will, we trust, 
not be uninteresting : 

A. W.S., of Birmingham, Allegheny County, 
Pa, aged 22 years, tinsmith by trade, of tall 
ad slender frame, lax and thin muscles, long 
neck, pale face, fine, white and shining skin, 
with slight blue veins traversing its structure, 
bright and prominent eyes, with a constitution 
decidedly though not hereditarily consumptive, 
had suffered from alarming bleeding issuing 
from the alveolus after the extraction of a tooth 
ten years ago, which, however, was arrested, 
though not without great difficulty, by the ap- 
plication of the usual styptics. Some years af- 
tr s large amount of blood was lost from a 
slight superficial wound—a mere scratch—of 
one of his toes, bleeding for several weeks be- 
fore the flow of blood could be arrested. 

In the beginning of January last, a few weeks 
ago, the patient was again reluctantly forced to 
have one of the molar teeth from the left upper 
jaw extracted, on account of a violent tooth- 
tthe. He called on a dentist, who, when 
informed of the dangerous bleeding, attending 
ma former extraction of a tooth, persunded 
himself to be able to arrest any hemorrhage 





which might take place in consequence of it. 
The tooth was accordingly extracted, and 
troublesome bleeding followed; the resources 
of the dentist by plugging, the socket of the 
tooth with cotton, saturated with various styp- 
tics, unsuccessfully, were soon exhausted, and 
the services of his medical adviser—a very 
intelligent physician—were procured, who, on 
the two former occasions of dangerous bleeding, 
had been able to arrest them. More effectual 
plugging of the cavity of the socket with cotton 
wool, saturated with a solution of perchloride 
of iron, to be changed if it failed, for the tinct. 
ferri chlor. was resorted to, and this too not 
answering the desired purpose, tannic acid dis- 
solved in glycerine was substituted. 

The flow of blood, however, being only tem- 
porarily arrested by these means, the actual 
cautery was next freely applied to the interior 
of the socket without checking the bleeding. 
Sugar of lead with opium; alternated with tr. 
ferri. chlorid. and acid sulph. aromatic, were 
given internally, but these hemostatics too 
failed to inhibit the flow of blood. 

The hemorrhage thus having continued with 
but short intermissions for ten days, and still 
continuing unabated, the patient having become 
feeble and blanched, with a rapid, thready and 
jerking pulse, the heart’s action being im- 
petuous, indicating a dangerous degree of 
depletion of the system, more effectual and 
prompt measures for the arrest of the bleeding, 
threatening to prove soon fatal, were impera- 
tively demanded. For this purpose, after 
cleansing the cavity of the mouth of coagula of 
blood and thoroughly drying that of the alveolus 
with cotton wool pressed into it, a small piece of 
cotton was filled with tannic acid in substance 
rolled up and thickly covered with the same, 
quickly and deeply pressed into the socket, 
other pieces similarly prepared were pushed up 
after the first, till the whole cavity was com 
pactly filled. Next the sides of the alveolar 
process corresponding to the socket and its free 
edges were covered with a layer of cotton wool 
freely sprinkled over with tannic acid. The 
socket and sides of the alveolus thus protected 
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were then encased in a previously prepared 
trough of wood, which grasping the alveolar 


plates, pressing up against the socket and reach- 


ing some distance below the level of the teeth, 


[Vor. XI, 


bleeding, as was evident in thzs case, proceedej 
not only from the torn artery of the tooth, by 
from the membrane lining the interior of t), 
socket and its margins, which had become &. 


afforded a bracing support against the teeth of| nuded through larceration during the act yj 


the lower jaw when both were shut. A folded 
handkerchief surrounding chin and occiput was 
then tied, securely and evenly pressing the wood- 
en vise and plug against every portion of the 
alveolus, thus hermetically sealing all bleeding 


extrecting the tooth—being thus of a parenely. 
matous character—it could not be expected thy 
[mere plugging the socket with the aid of sty, 
tics would be sufficient to arrest the flow 
blood, so long as the margins of the socky 


orifices, and preventing the further escape of| which were found denuded of epithelium, ray 


the vital fluid. This dressing applied with care 
and dispatch, had the effect of completely stop- 
ping the hemorrhage for nearly twelve hours, 
which probably would not have returned but for 
the pressure of the lower jaw against the wooden 
plug having become for some time relaxed, the 
patient in order to relieve himself of the throb- 
bing pain in the upper jaw, following the inter- 


ruption of bleeding, having untied the bandage 
which confined his jaws. On removal of the 


dressings and replacing them anew, all oozing of 


blood ceased, and from this time forward, there 
was no further hemorrhage. The thirst from 
Which the patient suffered a good deal was 
assuaged by pieces of ice held in the mouth, 
appetite in a few days returning, was gratified 
by milk diet and strong broths. For cleanli- 
ness’ sake the cotton plugs were removed three 
times during the five days that they were retained, 
and before being replaced the mouth was care- 
fully syringed with cold water, a fresh supply of 
nourishment being provided at the same time. 
There was no discomfort resulting from the 
dressing but an cedematous condition of the 
left side of the face and jaw and a throbbing 
pain of an intermitting character in the upper jaw 
similar to that which is felt during the formation 
of an abcess. This pain had been present from 
the beginning of the bleeding, ceasing when the 
hemorrhage was unrestrained, and returning 
whenever it was interrupted. 

Along with this local treatment, on which 
main reliance was placed for the arrest of the 
hemorrhage, tr. opii acet. gtt. 20, every three 
hours were given as a tranquilizer, and wine of 
ergot, gtt. 30, three hourly, with the view of con- 
stringing the capillary vessels, and thus affording 
time for coagulation of the blood at the bleeding 
orifices. 

Success in this instance of protracted bleed 
ing after failure of many of the most noted he- 
mostatics, which had been previously employed, 
was due to the combination of a chemical agent 
with mechanical appliances, though to the latter 
most credit will have to be awarded. The 


and bleeding, were left unprotected and unr. 
strained. These too, therefore, were covere 
with the styptic padding, but as the force of the 
escaping current of blood by its continnan 
had become increased, mere plugging proving t» 
be unreliable, counterpressure by a more soli 
substance than a plug of cotton wool coui 
afford was added to restrain the onward prez 
suré of the blood. Hence, a wooden plug was 
improvised with two flat sides of sufficient height 
and breadth to embrace that part of the alveolu 
corresponding to the empty socket. This being 
introduced into the vacant space, caused by the 
extraction of the tooth, over the cotton dressing 
had the effect of producing uniform, steady gni 
firm pressure over the whole bleeding surface 
and preventing any further loss of blood. Ty 
this mechanical appliance then, along with th: 
application of the tannic acid in its dry formu 
cotton wool, success in this instance was due, 
which could not have been obtained by either. 
when singly or separately used. In place ofa 
wooden plug or clamp, one of gutta-percha, lea! 
or plaster of Paris could easily be extemporisel, 
bearing in mind only, that after plugging tle 
socket and its margin, the clamp, or whatsoevr 
contrivance may be used, must fit and embrat 
the whole alveolus, else blood will exude by the 
side of the dressing. 

Disclaiming any merit or novelty for this mode 
of arresting alveolar bleedings ; yet its simplic 
ity and ready application and the prompt sw 
cess which was obtained in the foregoing casedl 
dangerous and protracted bleeding, after tk 
usual means of arresting it had failed, will con- 
mend itself for consideration. 

An interesting feature in connection with thi 
case is the hereditary diathesis of two other 
members of the same family; the patieut' 
grandfather having died from hemorrhage 
the alveolus following the extraction of a tooth, 
and his mother having once bled profusely 
some years ago from a slight wound, the bleed 
ing lasting many days before it was arrested 
While giving evidence of being afflicted with 
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the hemorrhagic diathesis, she nevertheless did 
not suffer from an unusual loss of blood during 
childbirth, though she had given birth to several 
children. This is indeed a strange physio- 
logical and pathological phenomenon—profuse 
and dangerous bleeding from a slight wound, 
yet normal discharges of blood during child- 
birth in the same person, afflicted with hemor- 
rhagic diathesis. How to reconcile these facts 
and satisfactorily explain them, we leave to 
abler pens. 





DEFECTIVE AND IMPAIRED VISION, 


With the Clinical Use of the Ophthalmoscope in 
their Diagnosis and Treatment. 
Diseases of the Choroid. 

By Lawrence Turnbull, M. D., of Philadelphia. 

Part II. 


In answer to the following note to the editor 
of the Reporter, from a physician in Ohio, I 
would refer him to my papers on glaucoma, 
published in this journal for 1864. 
“TI was very much interested in a series of 
lectures published by Dr. Turnsvit which were 
‘ discontinued just as I had hoped he would give 
directions for the treatment of chronic choroi- 
*ditis with staphyloma. M. Srrrtno, of Turin, 
proposed to cure this disease by repeated evacu- 
ations of the aqueous humor. A short notice of 
his method by Dr. Mertz, of Massillon, Ohio, was 
published in your paper sometime since, but I 
cannot learn that any other person has followed 
this practice. I have been confined to my house 
unable to read or write for the past five years 
‘with this disease. The intolerance of light was 
very great, but has somewhat subsided. This is 
an improvement, but the dimness increases. If 
you have any knowledge that M. Srerino’s treat- 
* ment has been successful, can you not publish it 
or let me know where I can find it.” 

The treatment by simple evacuation of the 
fluids has not been successful in this disease, nor 
will it be in the case of the writer of the above. 

The disease commonly called “ choroiditis,” 
was called by the old writers, “arthritic in- 
flammation of the internal tunics.” It would 
be as well to class it with glaucoma as we now. 
understand its pathology as we never have the 
one without the other. The extreme close rela- 
tionship of the choroid and the retina leads to 
the speedy extension of the inflammatory process 
to this tonic. We have no such disease as simple 
inflammation of the choroid, for if we place the 
symptoms of the two diseases side by side for 
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comparison, we shall be able to see at once that 
they are one and the same. 


ACUTE CHOROIDITIS. 
Symptoms. 


1. Sudden occurrence of 
severe throbbing and darting 
pain in the eyeball and cor- 
responding half of the head, 
coming on in paroxysms and 
much increased during. the 
night. 

2. The eye feels stiff, and 
there is a sense of fulness and 
distension in it. 

3. Frequent flashes of vivid, 
reddish, or orange-colored 
light. 

4. Acute choroiditis will 
occur suddenly during the 
night and in the course of a 
few hours totally abolish the 
sensibility of the retina. 

5, The iris assumes a slate 
color, and the pupil fringed 
with pigment becomes dilated, 
misshapen and motionless. 

6. There is reticular and 
zonular injection with inter- 
nal congestion. 

7. Muddy condition of the 
aqueous and vitreous humors, 


PaTHOLOGY. 
Serous effusion. 


ACUTE GLAUCOMA. 
Symptome. 


1. In acute glaucoma there 
is a sudden attack of violeht 
| pain in the eyeball and head. 





| 2. Increased tension of the 
| eyeball. 


3. The appearence of a halo 
or rainbow around a candle 
or gas burner. 


4. Rapid extinction of sight. 


5. Dilatation and sluggish- 
ness of the pupil. 


6. Venous and arterial hy- 
peremia. 


7. Haziness of the aqueous 
and vitreous humors. 


PATHOLOGY. 





Serous effusion. 





We find that this effusion causes thinning of 
the sclerotica so that the choroid shines through 
it. After a time the part affected gives way and 
protrudes, and we have now a staphyloma near 
to the cornea, or on one side of the eyeball. The 
front of the eye is not always the seat of this 
protrusion for Scarpa tells us that in his dissec- 
tions of the dead body he had never met with 
any staphyloma in front of the eye without 
finding a corresponding one in the posterior part 
of that organ. This last form is now demon- 
strated by the ophthalmoscope on the living sub- 
ject and is termed 


Sclerotica-Choroiditis Posterior. 


This disease was first accurately described by 
Von Grare, who gave it the above name, and 
in my description of it I shall follow his views. 


Symptoms. The eyeball often appears larger, 
more prominent, and of an ovoid shape, the eye- 
lids being more widely apart, which is more 
noticed when only one eye is affected. The 
patient feels a sensation of tension and fulness 
as if the eye was too large for the socket. There 
is also pain in the eye and over the brow with 
or without staphyloma. 

As staphyloma of the posterior pole of 
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the eyeball is most easily recognized by the 
ophthalmoscope, it is well not to trust to the 
symptoms alone, but a careful scrutiny must be 
made with this most valuable instrument. The 
signs, complications, and treatment we shall 
reserve for another paper. 





Hospital Reports. 


PuitapeLtpui1a Hospitat, 
November, 1864. 


SureicaL Cuinic or Dr. D. Hayes Acnew. 
Reported by W. H, Ford, M. D., Resident Physician. 


Permanent Contraction ofthe Hamstring, Pecti- 
nalis, Adductor Longus, ard Tensor Vagine 
Femoris Muscles of both Extremities, and the 
Subcutaneous Division of their Tendons. 


R. T. M., et. 33, admitted July 30th, 1864. 
He is a coal miner from Luzerne county. From 
his occupation he has been obliged to expose 
himself constantly to dampness and wet, often 
being wet from his loins down to his feet. He 
first had pain in his back, loins and hips, and 
afterward spasms of the muscles of his legs— 
especially the flexors. He had no pain in bis 
joints. Three months after his first complaint 


he was obliged to discontinue his work alto- 
gether. His legs became gradually flexed upon 
his thighs, and his thighs upon his pelvis. and 
adducted toward the median line of the body. 
At first, by steady and continued extension, the 
limbs could be straightened but would gradually 
regain their former position after the extending 
force was removed. The limbs are now perma- 
nently flexed and are beyond the control of the 
patient’s will. There is still some pain in his 
back. His general health is good. He has 
perfect use of the rest of his body, which is well 
developed and well nourished. His intelligence 
is perfect, there is therefore no cerebral disturb- 
ance. The inferior extremities are somewhat 
atrophied, probably on account of disease. ‘The 
lesion must be referred to that part of the spinal 
cord which ee the nerves endowing the 
muscles affected. The muscles affected are the 
semimembranosus, semitendinosus, biceps flexor 
cruris—all supplied by the great sciatic or 
ischiatic nerve which is derived from the sacral 
plexus; the adductor longus, supplied by the 
obturator nerve, which is derived from the lum- 
bar plexus; the pectinalis, supplied by the 
anterior crural, also derived from the lumbar 

lexus ; and the tensor vagine femoris, endowed 
, the superior gluteal nerve from the sacral 

exus "hese plexuses receive their nerves 
from the lumbar vertebre and sacrum, that part 
of the vertebral column in which the patient has 


seated the pain. The involuntary movements of 


the muscles proceed from the reflex influences 
seated in the spinal marrow. The whole diffi- 
culty in this case is due to congestion, possibly 
inflammation of the spinal marrow followed by 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


[Vor. XII. 





an effusion of serum, and possibly by a deposit 
of lymph, producing pressure sufficient to keep 
| Up irritation. 

Treatment. The patient being put under the 
|influence of an anesthetic, the contractions 
|remain permanent, hence they are involuntary, 
| Our object is to straighten the limb, and this 
‘can be accomplished by tenotomy. To cut the 
tendon of the adductor longus, we make a punc- 
| ture at its inner side a little below its origin, 
| introduce the probe-pointed tenotome, carefully 
| move it under the tendon, and cut outward and 
|upward. he tendon of the pectinalis is cut 
| from the same puncture and in a similar manner. 

This being done on both sides the flexion and 
| adduction of the thighs is overcome. The ten- 
| dons of the semimembranosus, semitendinosus, 
and biceps flexor cruris muscles are cut as in 
the case before us at a previous clinic. It must 
| be remembered that the peroneal nerve runs 
close to the tendon of the biceps, so that in the 
operation the knife must be introduced between 
them and the cut made upward and outward. 
Paralysis of the peroneal muscles will follow 
a section of this nerve. Complete extension of 
| the limbs is prevented by the contraction of the 
| tensor vaginz femoris which, as its name implies, 
is attached to the femoral fascia; hence to make 
the operation complete this fascia must be 
divided on both sides. A puncture is made over 


the fascia about four or five inches above the - 
| joint, and the fascia is cut by the probe-pointed 

| tenotome. The extension now being complete 
|we will endeavor to maintain it by weights 
attached to ropes running over pullose and 
fastened to adhesive straps secured to both sides 
of the legs. Internally we will administer 
tonics, and locally, to the spine, we will apply 
counter-irritants. Though ten tendons ra the 
fascie of two muscles have been divided, we 
need not apprehend any serious results, as the? 
operations were performed subcutaneously. 


Mercurial Salivation. 

J. M., et. 60. Has for the most part enjoyed 
good health. In the month of August he was 
sick and used blue mass freely. He was re- 
covering from his sickness but imprudently 
exposed himself, and shortly afterward he was 
attacked with a sore mouth and swelling under 
his chin and upon the side of his face. The 
symptoms of the case as presented to us this 


morning are, unpleasant foetor of the breath, 
profuse secretion of saliva, spongy and bleedin 
gums, looseness of the teeth, inflammation an 
suppuration of the submaxillary glands, and 
swelling and induration of the left parotid gland. 
These symptoms with the history of the case 
indicate mercurial salivation and its sequele. 
Salivation is an inflammation of the ivary 
glands accompanied by swelling of the gums, 
and oftentimes by looseness of the teeth and 
even necrosis of the jaw when the periosteum 
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becomes involved. The most troublesome ab- |nitrate of silver to the ounce of water, and 
scesses sometimes form in the parotid glands, | gradually increased in strength, will be used 
breaking into the ear, zygomatic fossa, mouth | regularly every day. Though the patient's gene- 
and pharynx and producing suffocation. ral health ——_ to be good exercise in the 

Treat . The patient’s blood is impoverished open air, good diet and a tonic, such as the com- 


. ee pound tincture of cinchona, will be indispensable 
and his nutrition is impaired, therefore, good |in the treatment of the affection. The bowels 


diet and tonics, such as iron and quinia, are | must be kept soluble. 

required. Mouth washes of chlorinated soda, snc yoo bsg Ter Both eyes have greatly 

honey of roses and water, of acetate of lead, proved under the above treatment. 

syrup and water, or of creosote, alcohol, syrup, Incontinence of Urine. 

and water, are all serviceable. Tincture of| J. W., et. 55. For the past year this patient 

iodine will be applied to the indurated parotid | has been annoyed by a dribbling of urine which 

gland, and pressure will be maintained over it| | : ‘ 

by a compress and adhesive straps. The patient | © says, has not been constant. Incontinence 

should exercise in the open air. hed urine often depends upon stricture of the 

General Ophthalmia. | urethra, and hence we introduce a catheter to 

L. L., wt. 33. Admitted May, 1864. Last | determine if such exists in the present case. It 

April his eyes first became sore. According to | is very important to have a proper knowledge 


. : | of the mode of introducing the catheter. The 
his statement, there was redness of the conjunc- | patient may assume either the erect, sitting or 


tiva, intolerance of light and profuse lacry- | recumbent posture, but the latter is preferable. 
mation. The right eye was attacked about a | The thighs being separated and slightly flexed 
week after the left eye became affected. Two | "PO? ‘the pelvis, the penis is held in a line per- 


; epae , . | pendicular to the plane of the body, the prepuce 
weeks afterward his sight became a little dim. | retracted, while the catheter, with its olnnatiby 


The disease has gradually been getting worse. | to the pubis is held in the median line so that 
He cannot ascribe it to any particular cause. |its straight extremity nearly touches the ab- 
His general health appears to be good. In — *.. is then passed into the urethra 
examining the eyes we find important structural mae wd Le elonautir Weenieas ote a. ce, 
changes taking place, which, if not checked, | is gently elevated so that the instrument may 
may lead to imperfect vision if not to total glide under the arch of the pubis and enter the 
blindness. ‘There is haziness and vascularity of | bladder. The instrument should be well oiled 
the cornea. Blood vessels of considerable size | and should have the temperature of the body 
are seen running over its surface. There is also | hefore its introduction. No force is permissible 
a vascular ring around its circumference which | in performing catheterization. 


betokens inflammation of its substance or cor- ‘ : . . 

neitis. The hazy or nebulous appearance of the In introducing the catheter in this case there 
cornea is due in a measure to deposit of lymph | is detected a slight obstacle about the prostatic 
portion of the urethra, owing, it is probable, to 


between its layers. ‘This deposit may be ab-| 
sorbed and the opacity disappeat; but it is/| false bands which prevent the proper contrac- 
seldom that we can look for such a happy result. | tion of the parts, the cause of the dribbling of 
urine. With the catheter in the bladder, by 
introducing the finger into the rectum, a slight 


The sclerotica is also involved. Its surface is 
injected and = a purplish appearance, 
enlargement of the middle lobe of the prostate 
gland is felt. 





especially marked toward the circumference 0 
the cornea. The lids are red and swollen and 
have a velvety or granular appearance due to 


hypertrophy of their normal villi. These granu- 
lations act as irritating bodies, producing chronic 
inflammation of the occular conjunctiva and 
opacity of the cornea. The swelling is produced 
by an effusion of lymph beneath the mucous 
membrane, pushing it off from the tarsal carti- 
lage. With all these symptoms combined we 
are able to present a case of extensive oph- 
thalmia, a very serious disease, and which 
demands the most active interference. 


Treatment. The left eye being the most 
diseased, the more urgent remedies will be used 
in its treatment. We will establish an issue 
upon the temple by means of the Vienna paste. 
After the slough has been removed by poul- 


ticing, the irritation will be continued by the 
use of basilicon or savine ointment. Locally a 
collyrium composed at first of two grains of 


Treatment. To relieve the incontinence of 
urine we must endeavor to promote the absorp- 
tion of these bands, and the best method of 





| doing this is by the — introduction of gradu- 
‘ated bougies which will produce a slight irri- 
| tation, softening and breaking down of the 
|abnormal bands. The man’s general health 
| may be improved by tonics. 


Injecting the Isthmus Faucium of Children, 


M. Guersant proposes a very simple instru- 
ment for that purpose. It consists of a hollow 
tongue depressor, the farthest end of which is 
perforated by several holes. At the near end 
is an aperture on which a syringe may be 
screwed. As soon as the tongue is fixed by 





the instrument the injection may be gently 
directed to the velum and tonsils. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETIES: [Vot. XII. 


. e te several county medical and other institutions, 
Medical Societies. reported by resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the several County Medical 
Societies and other medical institutions in this 
State, represented in this’ Society, shall pay into 
Fifty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Medical | the funds of this Society as follows: every so- 

Society of the State of New York. ciety or institution represented by one delegate 
a . shall pay five dollars; every society or. institu- 
Avpany, Tugspay Feb. 7, 1865. | tion entitled to more than one delegate shall 


The Medical Society of the State of New | P®Y. three dollars for every such delegate. 
York met pursuant to statute, in the City Hall, b Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Society 
this morning at 11 o'clock. The meeting was | °° — to assess the amouut to be paid by 
called to order by the President of the Society, | ©°°? County Medical Society, and all other 
Dr. Fred. Hyde; Dr. 8. D. Willard, Secretary. medical institutions represented in this Society, 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Twombly. in accordance with the aforesaid resolution, 

The President then delivered the opening ad- | #24 to send a copy of the same to every such 


HEY ; iety and institution. 
dress, referring in happy terms to the gratitude ee 
due to Almighty God for his er cian ‘te Dr. Saunders amended that the assessment 


being permitted to repeat our annual gathering, | should be paid before the transactions were de- 


and to rededicate ourselves to the service of the —— the —— a, re wap —_ 
profession. considerable discussion the report was 


“We have ample cause, if need be, for re- a apenas oy adopted. the 
newal of attachments to our profession, when r. Kobertson read a paper on the © import 


t aa F . ance of Examining the Condition of the Diop- 
we remember that amid the bloody conflict now tric Media, in some affections of the Eye.” 


rogressing in our country, true to its own ge- 
: iene it pm. Trahen steadily on its mission, a - r. Edward S. F. Arnold, one of the delegates 
istering in its peculiar catholic spirit most freely N ? —— the preee meeting of - 
to all, caring only to know that they are sub-|~‘°¥ whit tate Medical Society, presented a 
jects for its kindly purposes. As in its former “\ os “ we a t th itt 
history, so has it in the present crisis, sought getated a> ddinisien eatieaiiel ve cash Maubals 
with great industry to qualify itself to discharge of the Legislature as belong to the Medical 


its duties in keeping with all emergencies. The eal é “Saab 
present condition of our Society in its relations Profession to attend the meetings of the Society, 
had performed their duty, 


to the advancement of the interests of the medi- AC tt Nominati Of 
cal profession of the State, will compare favor-| _. 4+ VOmmittee on Nominations of Win cers, Con- 
sisting of one from each district, (eight,) was 


ably with any former period.” : z "et 
“Tn consideration of the salutary influence re- re by ny — 


sulting to the medical profession through its as- 
sociated labors, it is to be regretted that so 
large a proportion of its numbers in the State AFTERNOON SESSION. 
have no voice in this representation to-day.” 
The last statement referred to the fact thata| The Society met at 3 p. m. 
considerable number of county medical societies | The minutes of the morning session were read 
have no organization, notwithstanding which, | and approved. 
before the close of the session, the names of| Dr. Squibbs moved that Dr. E. B. Moore, of 
about six hundred delegates and permanent | New York, be invited to take a seat and parti 
members were enrolled by themselves. cipate in the deliberations of the Society. 
Representatives were present from the sister | Adopted. 
societies of Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecti-| Dr. Curry moved that Dr. M. R. Holbrook, of 
cut New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Dutchess, be invited to take part in the deliber- 
Dr. E. H. Parker, from the Committee on the | ations of the Society. Adopted. 
“ Merrit H. Cash Prize Essay,” presented a re-| ‘The Committee appointed under the resolu- 
port that only one essay had been received by | tion offered by Dr. Vanderpoel, during the Ses- 
them, which did not seem to reach the required | sion of 1864, in which they were Cirected to 
standard of exhaustive statement of the subject | “submit some plan to facilitate business here,” 
and meritorious distinction, so as to justify the | reported against the proposition of Dr. Vander- 
award in the absence of competition. ‘I'he sub- | poel to divide the Society into sections, and re- 
ject being one of great importance, viz.: “The | commend the institution of a Business Commit- 
Pathology and Treatment of Chronic Diar- | tee to cursorily examine every paper presented 
rhaetcontracted in Camp and Malarious re-| here with a view to ascertain which of them 
gions; illustrated by cases.” The committee re-| would be likely to be productive of a profitable 
commended that it be continued during the’! discussion, and which would not. The latter to 
ensuing year. Adopted. be read by title or abstract and referred to the 
Dr. Lee, from the Committee on Medical Edu-| Publication Committee, and the former to be 
cation, presented a report which was adopted | read at length and discussed before being refer- 
and ordered filed. red to the same committee. 
Dr. Kennedy, from the Committee appointed| Reports of officers, of committees, and commu- 
at the last annual meeting, to whom was referred | nications from Medical Societies or Institutions, 
the matter of equalizing the contributions of the | and papers contemplating action on the part of 
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the Society, were excepted from this examina- 
tion of the Bnsiness Committee. ‘These recom- 
mendations of the committee were all adopted 
by the Society. 

Dr. F. B. Hough, Superintendent of the New 
York State Census read a paper on the Census 
of 1855, in its medical relations. 

Dr. C. A. Lee read a very interesting paper 
by Dr. C. F. Taylor, of New York, entitled 
“The uses and abuses of Fenotomy in eases of 
muscular Atrophy, with the true indications for 
its employment.” 





Dr. Isaac E. Taylor read a paper on “Facts 
in relation to Placenta Previa.” 

The Secretary announced an invitation from 
Governor Fenton to visit the Executive Mansion | 
on Weduesday evening at 9 o'clock. Accepted. | 

Dr. George Burr read a paper by Dr. Chas. | 
Burr, entitled “ Observations on Cerebro Spinal 
Meningitis, as it prevailed at Carbondale, Pa., 
1364. 

The Secretary presented the following pa- 

ers : 
ar Early History of Chatauqua County Physi- 
cians, by Dr. -E. ‘I’. Foote.” 

“ Abstract of Cayuga County Medical Society 
Revived.” 

“ Biographical Notice of Dr. P. H. Brooks.” 

“Letters from Dr. Wait, from Syria, relative 
to Surgery, ete.” 

“Phlegmonoid Erysipelas,” by Dr. C. C. F. 
Gay of Buffalo. 

“Memoir of James Stewart, M.D., by Chas. 
A. Lee, M. D.” 


Wepnespay, Feb. 8, 
SECOND DAY. 


The Society met at 10 4.m., the President, 
Dr. Hyde, in the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Clark, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 

Dr. Rockwell from the Committee on Creden- 
tials, presented Dr. Josiah B. Beckwith, a dele- 
gate from the State Medical Society of Connec- 
ticut. Dr. B. responded to the presentation in 
avery happy speech, in which he alluded in 
fitting and feeling terms to the death of the late 
Dr. Coggswell. . 

Dr. Rockwell also presented Dr. Ketchum, of 
Connecticut, and Dr. Halsey, a delegate from 
Pennsylvania. Each of these gentlemen briefly 
responded to the presentation. 

Dr. March, of Albany, presented a boy of 
thirteen years, with an enormous tumor on the 
back of the neck, nearly as large as his head, 
but apparently giving no inconvenience from 
long habit, it having commenced at two years 
and “ grown with his growth.” Dr. M. presen- 
ted the case for the general opinion of the mem- 
bers, as to the nature of tumor and the propri- 
ety of its excision; proposing, should the 
opinion be favorable thereto, to perform ,the 
operation in the Albany Hospital during the 
session of the Society. This was done at 1 P.M. 
in the usual expert and rapid style of Dr. March, 
by a crucial incision, and tumor, which proved 





to be of merely adipose character, was enucle 
ated in less than one minute. 

Dr. Conant, of New York, presented a case 
of petrified foetus which had remained in the 
abdomen three years. 

Also a mass of human teeth attached to a 
pedicle, taken from an ovarian tumor. 

A resolution expressive of grief at the death, 
and high appreciation of the character of Dr. 
Knight, of New Haven, was dopted. 

Dr. Joseph C. Hutchinson, of Brooklyn, read 
a paper detailing a case of epithelial cancer of 
the lip, extending on to the cheek; illustrated 
with photographs. The disease was successfully 
removed at the Long Island College Hospital. 

Dr. Eastman read a paper on the active prin- 
ciples of cinchona, explanatory of its true modus 
operandi. 

Dr. George I. Fisher, of Sing Sing, presented 
a paper on Duplicate Human Monsters, or Ter- 
atology, aterm derived from the Greek word 
signifying monster. 

A report of the Committee on Medical Edu- 
cation, by Dr. Charles A. Lee, was read by the 
Secretary. 

The report discussed the idea of the general 
adoption of State boards of examiners of appli- 
cants for the doctorate, the arguments pro and 
con being elaborately stated. 

Dr. Brinsmade, from the Committee on Speci- 
alties appointed last year, presented the follow- 
ing report and resolutions, which were adopted. 

The undersigned appointed a Committee to 
report upon a resolution passed by the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, relative to 
the propriety of Medical Practitioners adverti- 
sing their specialty in Medical or other Journals, 
and referred to this Society for discussion, beg 
leave to offer the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society 
it is impossible to define the limits of Medical 
Specialties, either in medical or other journals. 

Resolved, That advertisements indicating !o- 
cation and residence, are the utmost limits of 
self-announcements, consistent with professional 
dignity; and that all reference to special bran- 
ches of medical practice, as extra inducement 
to patronage. should be deemed violations of the 
Code of Medical Ethics. 

Resolved. That hereafter any medical practi- 
tioner so offending shall be deemed disqualified 
as delegate to, or for membership of this Soci- 
ety, and if already a delegate to, or a member 
thereof,'shall be deemed a fit subject for disci- 

line. 
. Resolved, That this Society recommends ali 
medical societies in the State of New York to 
adopt the foregoing resolutions,-with a view to 
establish the true dignity of our profession. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be 
transmitted to the American Medical Associa- 
tion, at its next meeting, as an expression of the 
opinion of the Medical Society of the State of 
New York, and that for this purpose a commit- 
tee of presentation be appointed. 

Thomas C. Brinsmade, Howard Townsend 
Guido Furman, Committee. 

Dr. K. L. Miller, delegate from Massachusetts 
State Medical Society, was introduced. 
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Dr. Kennedy called up the following resolu- 
tions, offered yesterday : 

Whereas, The prevalence of infectious dis- 
eases in the city of New York is a source of 
danger to the health of cities and towns through- 
out the State; and 

Waereas, Our professional brethren in New 
York have put forth renewed and earnest efforts 
to promote a proper investigation of the sani- 
tary question, and to procure the establishment 
of a suitable system of sanitary government. 

Resolved, That the Medical Society of the 
State of New York hereby expresses its cordial 
interest in the efforts that are being made by 
leading physicians and citizens of New York to 
procure the enactment of an adequate system 
of sanitary government for that city. 

Resolved, That it is the earnest wish and re- 
commendation of this Society that the bill now 
pending before the Legislature, entitled “An 
Act to establish a Metropolitan Sanitary Dis- 
trict and Board of Health, to preserve the public 
health in said district, and to prevent the spread 
of disease therefrom,” be speedily enacted into 
a law. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
presented to the presiding officers of the Senate 
and Assembly respectively, with the request 
that the same be laid before those honorable bo- 
dies. 

Dr. Staats said he had examined the bill, and 
thought it a proper one. He therefore moved 
the adoption of the resolutions. 

Dr. Kennedy, of New York, spoke at some 
length in favor of the resolutions. 

Dr. Taylor, of New York, also favored the 
resolutions, and explained the object of the bill. 

Drs. Corliss, Arnold, Fisher and others, fa- 
vored the resolutions. 

Dr. Hutchinson objected to one feature of the 
bill, and that was that it provided that the 
commissioners should perform daty gratuitously. 

Dr. Staats said, that in the city of Albany, 
the only Board of Commissioners that per- 
formed its duty faithfully and efficiently, re- 
ceived no compensation for their services. 

After further discussion, the resolutions were 
unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Squibb read a warm eulogium of the late 
Dr. Franklin Bache of Pennsylvania, an honor- 
ary member of the Society. 

The Secretary presented the following pa- 


ers: 
a Pathology of Pneumonia,” by Dr. S. 0. 
Vanderpoel. 
Also, “ Life and Character of Dr. Thomas 
Goodsell,” late member of the Society. 
Also, “ Biographical Sketch of Dr. Mason F. 
Coggswell,” deceased. 
Also, a paper entitled “Small-Pox,” by Dr. 
Cyrus Ramsey. 
The Secretary, in behalf of Dr. Orton, pre- 
sented the following, which were adopted. 


Resolved, That a standing committee on sta- 
tistics be annually appointed by this Society, 
whose daties shall be to solicit, collect and pre- 
serve documents relating to the medical profes- 
sion, and the practice of medicine and surgery 
in the State of New York. 





Resolved, That the said committee prepare a 
circular, which shall be submitted to and issued 
by the Committee of Publication of this Soc) 
ety, inviting correspondence and the transmig- 
sion of facts and pssst in the various 
departments of professional inquiry. 

Resolved, That the committee consist of eight 
members, and shall be selected, one from each 
Senatorial District. 

Recess until 3 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society met at3 p. m. 

The minutes of the morning session were read 
and approved. 

Dr. Smith moved that the list of counties be 
called, in order to ascertain the counties having 
Medical Societies. Agreed to, and it was as- 
certained that of the sixty counties composing 
the State, thirty-nine have organizations repre- 
sented generally in the State Society, the other 
twenty-one either having died out, or having 
never been organized. 

Of seven colleges, hospitals arid academies 
authorized to send delegates, five avail them- 
selves of the privilege. 

Dr. Parker presented the following papers: 

A case of tumor of the larynx, with illustra- 
tions. 

Also, a case of fracture cf the thigh, with 
dislocation at the hip joint, 

Also some experiments with Ether. ™ 

Dr. Smith read a paper entitled “ Unofficinal 
lIodides.” 

Dr. Noyes made a demonstration of the Oph- 
thalmoscope, its uses in diagnosticating the di- 
seases of eye, and presented diagrams and sev- 
eral ophthalmoscopes, illustrative of his sub- 
ject. 

Dr. Armsby gave a verbal account of a case 
of Ligature of the Subclavian Artery. 

Dr. Garrish remarked upon the treatment of 
Puerperal fever. . 

The Secretary announced that the Senate and 
Assembly Chambers would be occupied in the 
evening, and consequently the annual address b 
the President of the Society, Dr. Hyde, woul 
be delivered in the Supervisor’s rooms in the 
City Hall, at 8 o’clock, 

The Secretary presented a paper, entitled 
“New Mode of Remedial Inhalation,” by Louis 
Ellsberg. 

Dr. H. 8. Downs read a paper entitled “ Mu- 
tually Antidotal properties of Opium and Bel- 
ladona,” illustrated by cases. 

Dr. Downs presented a paper entitled “ Upon 
some of the effects of Opium,” by Dr. Calkins. 

The Secretary presented a communication 
expressive of the thanks of the delegation from 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr Steward offered the following, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That practicing physicians who hab 
itually fail for four consecutive years to join or 
neglect to attend the meetings of the County 
Medical Society in which such persons may re 
side, or some other regular and legal medical 
organization, in said County, are not eligible to 
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a seat in this body, either by invitation or other- 


wise. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Botts, Ir. Wilson 
of the Cattarraugus Indians, was invited to ad- 
dress the Society. 

Recess until 8 p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Society met at 8 o’clock, pP. m., the Vice- 
President, Dr. Fisher, presiding. 

The President, Dr. yao, read the annual ad- 
dress before the Society. 

Dr. Brinsmade offered the following : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be 
extended to Dr. Hyde for his very able and in- 
teresting address. Adopted. 

The Society adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock, 
a. u., Thursday. 


= 


THIRD DAY. 
i Tuurspay, Feb. 8. 


The Society met at 9 A. M., the President, 
Dr. Hyde, presiding. 

The minutes of previous meeting were read 
and approved. 

Dr. Knowles, of the Vermont delegation, re- 
turned thanks to the Society for the kind man- 
ner in which the representatives from the 
Medical Society of the Green Mountain State 
had been received by the profession of New 
York. He extended an invitation to the Society 
to send delegates to the next annual meeting of 
the Vermont State Medical Society. ~ 

Dr. Miller, of Massachusetts, also returned 
thanks to the Society for the manner in which 
the delegation from his State had been received. 

Dr. Kennedy offered the following: 

Resolved, That the delegates and distinguished 
strangers from other States shall be entertained 
atthe expense of this Society while attending 
its meetings. 

Drs. Kennedy, Corliss, Garrish, and others 
favored the resolutions. 

A vote being taken, the resolutions were 
adopted unanimously. 

Dr. Garrish offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Dr. Wilson be requested to 
give a statistical account of the Cayuga tribe of 
Indians, under his special care, the prevailing 
diseases among them, duration of life, &c. 

Dr. Swinburne, of New York, moved that Dr. 
Edward Daffy, of Albany, be invited to partici- 
pate in the deliberations of this Society.— 
Adopted. 

Dr. Arnold offered the following, which was 
adopted : i 

Resolved, That at futare meetings of this 
Society, the President shall appoint a Com- 
mittee of Reception of three to receive, present, 
and take charge of corresponding delegates 
from other States, during the session of this 

iety. 
_ Nominating Committee presented the follow- 
ing report: 

For Preside: \t—Henry W. Devin, Rochester: 
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For Vice-President—Joszrn C. Hurcutson 
of Brooklyn. 

For Secretary—Syivester D. WILLARD. 

For Treasurer—Joun V. P. QuacKensusH. 

Censors—Southern District: Oliver White, 
DeWitt C. Enos, Samuel A. Purdy. Eastern 
District: B. P. Staats, T. C. Brinsmade, P. 
McNaughton. Middle District: M. M. Begg, C. 
B. Coventry, A. F Doolittle. Western District: 
aah Thompson, C. M. Crandall, Edward 

all. 

‘Committee of Correspondence—First Dist. : 
Guido Furman. Second Dist.: John P. Garrish. 
Third Dist.: H. A. Carrington. Fourth Dist.: 
James Ferguson. Fifth Dist.: J. M. Sturdevant. 
Sixth Dist.: John G. Orton. Seventh Dist. : 
A. B. Shipman. Eighth Dist.: James P. White. 
* As Permanent Members—First Dist.: Oliver 
White, New York; James M. Minor, Brooklyn. 
Second Dist.: John W. Green, Edmund §. F. 
Arnold, Westchester. Third Dist.: Peter B. 
Staats, Albany; John Ferguson, Delaware; 
Fourth Dist.: Griffen Sweet, Herkimer; Asa D. 
Hammond, Essex. Fifth Dist.: John P. Gray, 
Oneida; Jacob Hunt, Oneida. Sixth Dist.: M. 
M. Wood, Chenango; U. G. Bigelow, Albany. 
Seventh Dist.: E. W. Buttum, Wayne; Isaac E. 
Taylor, New York. Eighth Dist.: J.T. Wil- 
liams, Chautaque ; Sandford Eastman, Erie. 

Eligible to Permanent Membership—First 
Dist.: D. S. Conant, New York; A. N. Bell, 
New York; Jerome Smith, New York; J. R. 
Van Kleek, New York. Second Dist.: Avery 
Cook, Orange. Third Dist.: William F. Curtis, 
Albany; Levi Moore, Albany; John Pinder, 
Schoharie; C. C. Corel, Delaware. Fourth 
Dist.: Lyman Barton, Essex; W. II. Richard- 
son, Essex. Fifth Dist.: H. S. Crandall, Madi- 
son; James Whiteford, Madison. Sixth Dist.: 
W. S. Griswald, Broome; H. K. Bellows, Che- 
nango. Seventh Dist.: W. L. Stewart, Ontario; 
Samuel Gilmore. Cayuga; Israel Parsons, Onan- 
daga; H. N. Eastman, Ontario; Joseph H. 
Richardson, Cayuga. Eighth Dist.: Bar- 
rett, Genessee. 

For Honorary Members—Wilson Jewell, 
Philadelphia ; Josiah Beckwith, Litchfield, Con- 
necticut; Lyndon A. Smith, Newark, N. J.; 
Charles S. Tripler, U.S. A.; Charles A. Pope, 
St. Louis, Mo.; B. R. Palmer, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 

Eligible as Honorary Members—E. Brown 
Sequard. Paris; Wm. Warren Green, Pittsfield ; 
Mass.; Middleton Goldsmith, Louisville, Ky. ; 
H. J. Stevens, St. Albans, Vt.; Samuel W. 
Thayer, Jr., Burlington, Vt. 

Recommended to the Regents of the Univer- 
sity for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine— 
Ferris Jacobs, Delhi, Delaware county ; Richard 
§. Satterlee, U.S. A. 

Delegates to National Quarantine and Sani- 
tary Convention— Abraham Crispell, Elisha 
Harris, John H. Griscom, John Swinburne, John 
W. Green. Alden March, T. H. Blatchford, 
Isaac E. Taylor, Augustus Willard. 

Delegates to Connecticut State Medical So- 
ciety—Isaac E. Taylor, John G. Adams, James 
H. Curry, Hiram Corliss. 

Delegates to New Jersey State Medical So- 
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ciety—Nathaniel C. Husted, John H. Griscom, | of Potassa Fusa as a local application for re 
John Swinburne, B. P. Staats, G. J. Fisher. lieving constriction and called the attention of 

Delegates to Massachusetts State Medical | the members to its happy effects in entirely neu. 


Society—A. L. Saunders, Hiram Corliss, P. ‘tralizing the disastrous effects resulting from the 


Stewart, D. S. Conant. 


Delegates to New Hampshire Medical Society | 
—Henry Gray, James Furguson. Edward Hall. | 
Delegates to Vermont State Medical Society | 
—Hiram Corliss, Richardson, Govan, Brins- | 


made. 

Delegates to Pennsylvania Medical. Society— 
E. 8. F. Arnold, E. H. Parker, H.S Downes, 
John P. Garrish. 


Wm. H. Bailey. 
—W. Rockwell, C. M. Crandall, Frederick Hyde, 


George Burn, A. L. Saunders, James R. Wood, | 


Wm. H. Bailey, D. P. Bissell. SD. Willard, 
W. H. Richardson, Isaac E. Taylor, J. Swin- 


burne, P. Stewart, Wm. Govan, I’. C. Brinsmade, | 


N. C. Husted, J. C. Hutchison, C. L. Mitchell, 
Edward Hall, J. L. Williams, Sanford Eastman, 
H. W. Devin, Howard Townsend, James M. 
Minor, J. G. Orton. 
Epwarp Hatt, 
Secretary. 


A. L. SaunpDeErs, 
Chairman, 


On motion of Dr. Staats, the report was ac-| 


cepted. 


Dr. Staats moved that the Society proceed to 


ballot for President, Vice-President, Secretary, 


and Treasurer. Agreed to, and the gentlemen : 


nominated were unanimously elected. 


The balance of the report was then adopted. | 


The Secretary read a report prepared by him 


relative to the treatment of the insane in our; 


county asylums, made under the authority of 
the Legislature. The report was referred to. the 
Publication Committee. 

A full synopsis of this valuable and interesting 


document will be given in an early number of, 


the Reporter. 


Dr. EK. Lee Jones presented a paper entitled | 
* Statistics of the Hospital Department of the | 


New York State Soldier's Depot.” 

Dr. Brinsmade presented a paper, entitled 
“A case of violent carbuncular inflammation of 
the lips.” 

The Secretary read the following from Dr. 
T. C. Brinsmade, of ‘Troy: 

“T will give S100 for the best essay on medi- 
cal and vital statistics. The essay must be ac- 
companied by a plan for making and tabulating 
hospital reports, records of private practice in 


a draft of aiaw for the registration of births, 
marriages, and deaths. ‘The prize to be awarded 
by the. Committee of the New York State 


spread of the malignant Whitlow and epidemic 
Carbuncle. 

Dr. Wickoff offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of one or more be 
appointed to inquire into the status of the law 
in regard to the -reception of members into 
County Societies, and of the duty of the Presi. 


io Sauer |dents in regard to notifying irregular practi. 

Delegates to Ohio State Medical Society—J. 
T. Williams, James P. White, Sanford Eastman, | 
‘ . _ , | ing officers, the Society adjourned sine die. 
Delegates to American Medical Association | 


tioners to join the same. 
After adopting a vote of thanks to’ the retir- 








EpiroriaL DeparTMENT, 


Reviews and Book Notices, 


The Transactions of the American Medical 


Association. Instituted 1847. Vol. XV. 
Philadelphia: printed for the Association; 
Collins, Printer, 705 Jayne street, 1865. 8vo., 
pp. 448. Price $3. 


The above volume has just been placed on 
our table and we are very sorry that the time 
given us for its notice has been so limited; con- 
sequently nothing more than a brief notice can 
be extended to its contents. The first seventy 


/pages are devoted to the minutes of the last 


meeting held in New York, with the report of the 
Committee on Publications and the Annual Re 
port of the Treasurer. From the last we learn 


that financially the Association has no reason 
for complaint, and it begins its sixteenth year of 
existence with every prospect of an advanced 
age. ‘The succeeding fifteen pages are occupied 


' with the annual address of the presiding officer, 
| Dr. Aupen Marca, of New York, which we 
| must pass with this tod brief notice for waut of 


space. Beginning at page seventy-seven and 
continuing through the volume, are the reports 


, of different committees with papers accepted for 


. | i i Se . H 
medicine, surgery and obstetrics, together with | publication. Several of them are accompan 


with lithographs of the best style, and tend much 


| to make more explicit the subject matter of the 
| accompanying text. The following are the titles 


of the different papers and their authors: 


Medical Society on prize essays. The essay to | alle Rippesiatve : 
be placed in the bad of the Committee, with | Death from Air in the Circilation introduced 
the plans and drafts, on or before the Lith of | through the Uterine Sinuses: being a Colla 
December next.” | tion and Review of the Facts and Medical 
Dr. B. P. Staats moved to reconsider the vote | O: tithine devaloned at thé C *s Inquilll 
taxea on the resolution offered by Dr. Kennedy | ME ey P in eee 
elative to entertaining delegates from other, OV the body of Harrrer E. La Faraor; and 
States. Agreed to. _ at the Examination and first and second 
Dr. Edward Daffy, of Albany, addressed the, ‘Trials of Wittt1am Wersurn for Manslaughter 
Society in regard to the use and modus operand:, in the Circuit Court, Kalamazoo County, 
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Michigan, including the Memoranda of the 
two post-mortem Examinations. By Homrr 
0, Hircucock, M.D. 

A Modified Ring Pessary for the Treatment and 
Cure of Anteflexion and Anteversion of the 
Uterus. By Homer O. Hircacock, M.D. 

Oo the Use of Pessaries. By Avceustus K. 
Garpyer, M.D., New York. 

The Relations of Female Patients to Hospitals 
for the Insane; the Necessity on their account 
of a Board of Consulting Physicians to every 
hospital By Horatio Rosixson Storer, 
uD, of Boston, Surgeon to the New England 
Hospital for Women. 

Report of Section on Materia Medica and 
Chemistry. 

Remarks upon the Practical Working of the 
U.S. Drug Law. By Epwarp R. Squiss, 
M.D., of Brooklyn, N. 

Naturalization of Cinchona on the Eastern Con- 
tinent. By J. Maccowan, M.D. 

Report of Section on Meteorology, Medical 

opography, Epidemic Diseases, and Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence and Hygiene. 

Report on Compulsory Vaccination. 
F. Hipsarp, M.D. 

Report of the Committee on Military Hygiene. 
By E. Anprews, M.D. 

The Physiological and Dietetic Relations of 
Phosphorus. By Joun H. Griscom, M.D., 
Physician of the New York Hospital. 

Report on the Medical Topography and Epi- 

emic Diseases of the State of Rhode Island. 
By Onartes W. Parsons, M.D, of Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

Report on Mortality of the City of New York. 
by Cyrus Ramsay, M.D., LL.B., Registrar of 
Records and Statistics. 

Yn some Causes tending to promote the Extinc- 
tion of the Aborigines of America. By 
o—_ Kwnee.anp,M. D., South Onondaga, 


By James 


Report of Surgical Section. 
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The Pathology of the Lateral Curvature of the 
Spine. By Cuartes Fayerre Tayxor, M.D., | 
of New York. | 

lachrymal Probe Syringe. By E. Macrartay, | 
M.D., Surgeon to the New York Ophthalmic | 
Hospital. 

On an Iridectome. By Lovts Exsserc, M.D., 
of New York. . 

rt on Treatment of Congenital Fissure of | 
he Palate by Mechanical Appliances. By | 
Noruan W. Kinestey, of New York. 

Report on Puerperal Tetanus. By D. L. 
Me@var, A.M., M.D., Keokuk, Iowa. 

Prize Essay.—On the Pathology of Jaundice. 
The Yellow Color of the Skin due to the 
Presence of Hematoidine. Being the Prize 
Essay to which the American Medical 
Association awarded the Gold Medal for 


MDOCCLXIV. By 8. Freer Speier, M.D., 





Surgeon to the Brooklyn City Dispensary ; 
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Curator and Microscopist to the Brooklyn 

City Hospital; Demonstrator of Anatomy in 

the Long Island College Hospital; Fellow of 

the New York Academy of Medicine ; Member 
of the New York Pathological Society, ete. 
Plan of Organization of the American Medical 

Association. 

Code of Ethics of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 
Officers and Permanent Members. 

The above brief synopsis of the contents of 
the volume show that it contains papers by men 
of ability on important subjects, and we regret 
very much indeed that the character of each 
paper, which is intended to be complete in 
itself, prevents ‘even a summary of the facts 
presented, much less a critical examination of 
the deductions intended to be drawn by their 
authors. ‘I'his has always been a decided objec- 
tion to this class of works, as they are accessible 
to but few readers while the value of each thesis 
is such that every member of the profession 
should be thoroughly acquainted with it. This 
objection can only be in part obviated by each 
writer or committee ordering a certain number - 
of extra impressions struck off and carefully 
distributing them at home and abroad among 
those who will properly appreciate the attempt 
of the individual to enlighten the profession on 
a subject which preference on the part of its 
author or supposed erudition, has determined 
his selection by his confréres for the special 
purpose. 

The volume itself is gotten up in a style 
superior to any*of its predecessors and is re- 
markably free from typographical and other 
errors. We cannot but congratulate the Asso- 
ciation upon the taste of its Permanent Secre- 
tary and feel satisfied that its fature reports 
will be presented in the same commendable 
style. 


Books Received. 


We have received the following books and 
pamphlets :— 

“Treatise on Military Surgery and Hygiene.” 
By Fraxk Hastines HWamitton, M.D., etc., ete. 
From Bailliére Bros., New York. 

“Transactions of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation,” vol. xv. From the Association. 

“ Report on the Condition of the Insane Poor 
Houses of New York.” By Sy.vester D. Wit- 
LARD, M.D. 

“ Prize Essay on the Pathology of Jaundice.” 
By S. Fixer Spetr, M.D. Reprinted from the 
Transactions of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

“Defective and Impaired Vision, with the 
Clinical Use of the Ophthalmoscope in their 
Diagnosis and Treatment.” By Laurence Turn- 
BULL, M.D. Reprinted from this journal. 

“The Transactions of the Illinois State Medi- 
cal Society at its Fourteenth Annual Meeting, 
held May, 1864. 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 25, 1865. 


THE TRUE BASIS OF MEDICAL JOUR- 
NALISM, 


We hear of efforts and propositions to estab- 
tish a medical Journal in New York. Of course 
there ought to be at least one good medical 
journal in that city, and in our opinion it ought 
to be a weekly. We would welcome the estab- 
lishment of such a journal, or a monthly, or 
quarterly, if placed on a sound footing. 

Although our advice has not been asked we 
may venture, on the score of age, having had an 
editorial experience of nearly fifteen years, to 
volunteer a few suggestions pertinent to the 
subject. 

In the first place then, to successfully inaugu- 
rate a medical periodical of real value to the 
profession, capita is needed. If to start a 
weekly journal the amount required will be not 
less than $25,000. Tosome this sum may seem 
extravagant but let them consult a publisher, 
or better, let them try it. That sum is rather 
within than above the mark. It took a capital 
of $200,000 to successfully start one of the New 
York daily newspapers years ago, when paper 
was one-third the price it is now, and printers 
charges were seventy-five to ahundred per cent, 
less than now. 

To insure the success of the enterprise the 
greatest liberality and independence is absolutely 
necessary. Jt should be in professional hands 
entirely. Publishing houses do not do justice 
to medical journals. Their views are generally 
too narrow and selfish, We heard of a rich 
publishing house lately, proposing to establish 
a monthly, and offering some physician ten dol- 
lars for the use of his name as editor! That may 
seem like mockery—it was insult—but it is sober 
truth. 

But one medical journal issued by a publishing 
house has survived the difficulties of the past 
four years, and we doubt whether anything but 

a liberal government patronage saved that. 
The journals that have survived were zndividual 
professional enterprises. It is true two or three 
connected with colleges have managed, so far, 
to-drag out a lingering existence. But the only 
truly efficient medical journals we have now, with 
a single exception, are individual enterprises. 
In this matter the profession must look to itself. 
A journal must either take time to build up a 
large circulation, and get its capital in that way, 


on. It is supreme folly to think of anything 
else. 

If New York wants a medical journal the 
medical profession must establish it themselves, 
and it must not be a “ joint stock” concern o 
connected with a society or college. It must 
be an ¢ndividual enterprise, and must be mp 
PENDENT—not licentious. Its editor must have 
a clear record. He must be a man of no que 
tionable standing, disconnected from side issue 
of all kinds; no Ishmaelite—but a straight. 
forward, upright, honorable man of sound 
judgment, some literary ability, and fair business 
qualifications. 

We offer these suggestions with a sincere desire 
to promote the establishment on a firm sound 
basis of a good medical journal in New York. 
Our suggestions may be disregarded possibly, 
and experiments on a different basis tried, but 
the experience of the past fifteen years, to go 
no further back, shew that they are words of 
truth and soberness, and we are satisfied that 
the experience of the future will sustain us. 


—_++—__—_. 


COMMITTEES OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 

The time of meeting of the American Medical 
Association comes on apace. In another colum 
will be foand the names of the Committees o/ 
that body who were appointed at the last meet 
ing to report on special subjects at the meeting 
in Boston. We trust that these gentlemen wil, 
one and all, attend to the duties assigned to 
them, and be prepared either with complet 
reports, or, at least, to report real progress aul 
ask a continuance where necessary. 

It is the province of the Association # 
develop the medical and surgical knowledge ¢! 
the profession, and make it available for tk 
general progress of medical men in the scien 
and art of their calling. The appointment 0 
any man on a committee by such a body as em 
stitutes the American Medical Association is 
very great compliment, and should be 80 ¥ 
garded and its bestowal duly acknowledged ly 
a fulfilment of the duties imposed. The Chair 
men of the Committees, should remember th! 
the chief responsibility rests with them, s/ 
they should not involve the rest of the Cor 
mittee in their delinquency by neglect of sti 
tion to their duties, or of yielding their positi# 
to another member of the Committee. 

The Permanent Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Am» 
son, of this city, will respond cheerfully # 4 





or it must have a solid, heavy carrra to stand 


letters of inquiry on this subject. 
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THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK. 

It was not our privilege to be present at the 
meeting of this Society last week, but we are 
happy to learn that it was a very large and 
excellent meeting. ‘There were about sx hun- 
dred delegates and permanent members present, 
so many, in fact, as to be objectionable, and 
mske the Society unwieldy. Where there is 
sich a general organization of the profession, 
the ratio of representation should be diminished, 
sas tosend fewer delegates from each Society. 

The admirably organized condition of the 
profession of New York is due in great part to 
the personal efforts, efficiency, and popularity, 
ofthe Secretary, Dr. S. D. Witxarp, of Albany, 
now Surgeon-General of the State. 





We have received a pretty full report of the 
proceedings prepared specially for our columns, | 


which will be found in this number. | 


Notes and Comments. 


COMMENTS. 


the flames spread so rapidly that little oppor- 
tunity was given to check them. The dwelling 
apartments of Assistant Surgeon J. H. Brrz, 
U.S. A. in charge, were also consumed. We 
understand that the operations of this laboratory 
have been very satisfactory, and of great advan- 
tage to the Government. The loss by the fire 
to the Government, it is stated, was about 
$50,000. 


Summary of the Statistics.of United States Hos- 
Pitals for 1864 

The following are the statistic, for 1864, of the 
United States Army Hospitals in the Department 
of Pennsylvania. 

Total capacity for patients, 18,740 beds. 
Number of patients remaining in hospitals 

December 31st. 1863........... 5,043 
Admitted during the year 1864... .50,382 

Total of patients 


| Returned to duty 
Transferred to other hospitals... . 
| Discharged from U. S. service... .. 


| Deserted 


Severe Snow Storm. 


The winter, which has been an unusually 
severe one for this latitude, culminated, we hope, 
in the heaviest snow-storm of the season, on the 
twelfth instant. 

Between four and five o’clock on Sabbath 
morning, February 12th, after a most charming 
day on Saturday, and a beautiful moonlight 
evening and night, up to three o’clock— a snow- 
storm set in, with the mercury at about fourteen, 
and continued without a moment’s intermission, 
scompanied with a driving wind, up to about 
five o’clock in the afternoon, when the storm 
ceased and the clouds cleared away. The 
quantity of snow that fell was about twelve 
inches on a level. The mercury at sunrise on 
Monday stood at zero, showing a lower tempera- 
tue by several degrees than at any other —- 
this season. 

While we are writing (Wednesday 15th), a 
heavy rain storm and thaw is rapidly carrying 
of the snow, threatening great destruction of 
property if not life by freshets. 


United States Laboratory Destroyed by Fire. 


The United States Laboratory located at 
Astoria, L. I., was destroyed by fire on Monday 
morning last. The fire commenced about nine 





A.M., in the ceiling over the drying room, and 


Total number discharged from 

hospitals during the year 
Absent on furlough December 31st, 1864, 1,426 
Number remaining in hospitals Decem- 

ber 31st, 1864, 


Bad Taste. 


The London Lancet in a notice of the defence 
of the late Surgeon-General of the U.S. Armies 
against certain charges of which he was regu- 
larly tried, and unfortunately, for the honor of 
our profession, convicted, makes it the occasion 
of very undignified and uncalled for vituperative 
and sneering remarks about the Government 
and people of the United States. As ardent as 
is the hatred of a majority of certain classes of 
the English of our country and its institutions, 
we think that a medical journal is scarcely the 
place in which to make exhibition of it, Ifthe 
Lancet chooses to give the ex parte statements 
of one who, after a three months trial, was con- 
victed of wrong-doing and dismissed the service 
of the Government, let it do so; but its labored 
attempt to bring discredit on the Government 
for its action in the premises, is exceedingly 
puerile, and in very bad taste. That, surely is 
not the legitimate work of a medical journal, 
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Central Ohio Lunatic Asylum. 

We have received the report of this institu- 
tion for the year ending on the first of Novem- 
ber last. It is the twenty-sixth annual report. 
The late Superintendent, Dr. R. Hrits having 
resigned, his place has been supplied by the ap- 
pointment of Dr. W. L. Pecx, an intelligent 
and prominent physician of Circleville, Ohio. 

The report contains the general statistics of 
the institution for the past twenty-six years. 
Whole number admitted 2,171 men, 2,154 wo- 
men; total 4,325. Discharged 2.047 men, 2,013 
women; total 4,060. Leaving, November Ist, 
1864, 124 men, 141 women; total 265. The per 
centage of recoveries on the number discharged 
was 56.23; and on the number admitted 52.78. 
The per centage of deaths to the number admit- 
ted was 12.68; to the number discharged 11.90. 


Small Pox. 

This disease continues to be very prevalent 
throughout the country. There were thirty-five 
deaths in New York, and twenty-one in this 
city last week. ‘The deaths by small pox in 
New York have averaged thirty a week for 
several weeks past. 


The Advancement of Science. 

An association for the advancement of science 
and art has been formed in New York under 
the auspices of the trustees of the Cooper 
Union. It is to have rooms free of rent, in the 
Cooper Institute, when certain conditions shall 
have been complied with. Dr. Jonn H. Gris- 
com was elected President of the Association, 


G= Our issues have been very unexpectedly 
delayed, in consequence of not receiving paper 
for over two weeks, which was delayed on its 
way from the mill to this city. We use paper 
of an unusual size, and it was impossible to pro- 
cure any other till that which was manufactured 
for us arrived. The difficulty is now removed, 
and the issue will be rapidly brought up again. 


Merited Distinction. 

We have much pleasure in learning that Dr- 
Marion Sumus, of New York, who, during the 
last two years has been resident in Paris, owin 
to the political convulsions of his country, sm 
whose able contributions to Uterine Surgery are 
now in course of publication in our columns, 
has received from the Emperor of the French 
the knighthood of the Legion of Honor, in re- 
cognition of his eminent services to surgery, and 
his skill and success in his particular depart- 
ment of practice.—Lancet. 


‘ 
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News and Miscellany, 


To Destroy Infectious Air 

At the late meeting of the British Scientig, 
Association at Newcastle, Dr. Richardson aij 
the best way to destroy organic poison in rooms 
was to place iodine in a small box with a per. 
forated lid. During the epidemic of the small. 
pox in London, he had seen this used with great 
benefit. Dr. Murray Thomson said chareoa| 
was now used in the hospitals in India with ben. 
eficial effect. Itwas hung up in bags from the 
rafters. 

> The Government had to provide for a é&. 
ficiency of half a million dollars on the-item of 
printing paper for the past year. Our deficiency 
was not quite that figure but it was large! 


> Dr. R. D. Arnoxp late a Vice-President 
of the American Medical Association, is at pre. 
sent Mayor of the City of Savannah, Georgia. 
MARRIED. 


Lzetny—Pork.—At Baltimore, Md., on the 15th instant, a 
theesidence of Dr. James Montgomery, North Eutaw street, 
by the Rev. Osborne Ingle, of Memorial Church, Puiu 
Lerpy, Surgeon United States Army, and Miss Netw MrAvar 
a daughter of thelate R. J. W. Polk, Esq., of Winchester, 

a 





MackaY—AvcuMoty.—At Trinity Chapel, New York, o 
Monday, Feb. 20, by Rev. Dr. Highee, Barnarp Macxut. 
M. D., and Mary Curistina AvucumuTy, daughter of 'the 
late Richard T. Auchmuty. 


—_—____@-@ —____ — 
DIED. 
Brown.—At Harrisburg, on the 16th instant, Saran, wif 


of W. Harvey Brown, United States Army, and Daughters’ 
Dr. W. W. Rutherford. habia: 
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WANTED. 

Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spre, 
will confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their 
subscriptions, with such as they may retarn us. 

Vols. I, 11, IIT & IV. All the numbers, 

Vol. V. No. 1, Oct. 6, 60; No. 19, Feb. 9, ’61. 

VI. Nos. 15, 19, Aug. 3, 61. 
VII. Nos. 1, 2, 6, Oct. 5, 12, Nov. 9, 61; Nos. 10 to 12 
Dec. 7, '61, to March 8, ’63. 
, Vil. Jos. 17, 18, 19. 22,'23, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, Ser 


1”. Nos. 6, 7, 8, 13 & 14,17 & 18, Nov. 8, 15, 2,6 
Dec. 27, 62, & Jan. 3, 63, Jan. 24 





5 & 31, 63. 
XI. Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 21, J 1 Feb, 
13, 4, a we 6, 23, 30, 





